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certain major issues in an acute form, it deserves a him

- consideration.

The first point to note is the tribunal by which Strafford was tried. The House of Lords, flooded with new creations, had lost much of its prestige in the country and its authority over the House of Commons. Its members represented wealth and court influence rather than popular prestige and experience in affairs. The ancient families were apt to be contemptuous of the upstarts. Arundel, " in his plain stuff and trunk hose and his beard in his teeth," could tell Lord Spencer that his own ancestors had suffered in the king's service " in such a time as when perhaps the lord's ancestors that spoke last kept sheep."1 Hence, though the majority were likely to take the king's side, there was a considerable critical opposition inclined to the reformers, and for the most part representing the more ancient nobility. In the discussion of the Petition of Right the Lords stood by the Commons, and after Buckingham's death the desire of the majority was undoubtedly to work in harmony with the lower House. There were peers, like Saye and Brooke and Warwick, who saw eye to eye with

' Pym, and there were many, like Bristol, who were prepared to go far in concessions to preserve the unity of the nation. The latter's words to Charles at York in September 1640 represented the general feeling of his order. " You see, sir, you have lost your kingdom's heart by your taxes and impositions, and that till you are united to them, by giving them just satisfaction in all their grievances, you arc no great king, for without the love and hearts of his people, v/hat can a king do ? "2 When the Long Parliament began, the king could probably count on a majority on most questions among the one hundred and fifty peers, but it was a leaderless majority and it was subject to violent fluctuations of opinion. It desired to live at peace with the Commons and it held no extreme views on the royal prerogative. To Strafford and his ways the great bulk were hostile on public and private grounds. They would give him justice
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